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Record number of immigrants in 2010
e Immigration soars to record high of 150 thousand

e Emigration rises faster than immigration

e Number of house moves further down

On 1 January 2011, the population of the Netherlands stood at 16.7 million,
i.e. 80 thousand more than one year previously. In 2010, the previous
immigration record of 2009 was marginally exceeded, but emigration
increased faster. As a result, net migration was more than 2 thousand below
the level of 2009. The number of births dropped somewhat, mortality
increased. Because natural growth and net migration were lower than in 2009,
the population growth in 2010 was less substantial than in the preceding year.
According to the most recent population figures released by Statistics
Netherlands, the population across all Dutch provinces increased or remained
stable.

2009 immigration record marginally exceeded

With 150 thousand (3 thousand more than in 2009), immigration reached a
record level in 2010. The emigration increase, which started in 2006, has
continued and is predominantly caused by immigrants from new as well as
long-standing European Union (EU) member states.

After three years of decline, emigration has also risen in 2010, although the
growth rate was lower than for immigration; 118 thousand persons emigrated,
6 thousand more than in 2009. The increase was mainly observed among
people born in the Netherlands or in other EU countries. Emigration rose more
rapidly than immigration in 2010. As a result, net migration (32 thousand) was
just below the level of 2009.

Fewer births, more deaths

Last year, 184 thousand babies were born and 136 thousand people died.
Natural population growth (births minus deaths) was 48 thousand. The
number of births dropped marginally and mortality was somewhat higher in
2010 relative to the preceding year.

The fact that there were fewer people in their twenties and thirties accounted
for the decline in births. The fertility rate has not changed. Although the risk of
dying has been reduced, mortality was higher due to demographic ageing.

Limburg only province with negative population growth
The population increase in the Netherlands was 80 thousand in 2010. The net
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population in most provinces increased or remained stable. Limburg was the
only province to show a very small population decline. In this province, natural
growth and net migration to other Dutch municipalities were negative. The
decline remained very modest as immigrants outnumbered emigrants. The
population in the province of Zeeland also remained stable due to foreign net
migration.

Fewer people move house

Nearly 1.5 million persons moved house in 2010, a decrease by 33 thousand
from 2009. After a considerable decline in 2009, the number of people who
moved house dropped further in 2010. In all quarters of 2010, fewer people
moved than in the same quarter of 2009.

In most provinces, residents moving to another province outhumbered new
residents arriving from other provinces. On balance, the population in the
provinces of North Holland, and — to a lesser degree — South Holland and
Gelderland, expanded due to people moving from one province to another
within the Netherlands.

Population developments

Immigration Emigration ?  Births Mortality Population growth ? :%l:/se‘:

X 1,000
2000 132.9 79.0 206.6 140.5 123.1 1586.4
2001 1334 82.6 202.6 140.4 118.2 1562.6
2002 121.3 96.9 202.1 142.4 87.3 1595.9
2003 104.5 104.8 200.3 141.9 65.5 1566.5
2004 94.0 110.2 194.0 136.6 47.5 1588.2
2005 92.3 119.7 187.9 136.4 28.7 1651.6
2006 101.2 132.5 185.1 135.4 23.8 1678.1
2007 116.8 122.6 181.3 133.0 47.4 1639.2
2008 143.5 117.8 184.6 135.1 80.4 1632.4
2009 146.4 111.9 184.9 134.2 89.2 1497.8
2010 ¥ 149.8 117.7 183.9 135.9 80.0 1465.1

1) Including balance administrative corrections
2) Including other corrections

3) Preliminary figures

Source: Statistics Netherlands

Statistics Netherlands Press release PB11-007

page 2 of 3



Population developments by province, 2010 ¥

Births minus Domestic moves Foreign Population growth 2
mortality migration
migratie ?
X1,000
Groningen 0.4 0.0 2.0 2.4
Friesland 14 -1.6 12 1.0
Drenthe 0.1 -0.2 0.5 0.4
Overijssel 3.9 -1.3 15 4.1
Flevoland 3.2 -0.1 1.0 4.1
Gelderland 4.4 0.3 1.7 6.4
Utrecht 6.6 -0.1 11 7.7
North Holland 10.6 5.7 6.1 22.3
South Holland 12.6 0.7 8.5 21.8
Zeeland -0.1 -0.7 1.0 0.2
North Brabant 6.0 -0.8 4.6 9.8
Limburg -1.1 -1.9 3.0 -0.1
Netherlands 48.0 0.0 32.0 80.0

1) Preliminary figures
2) Including balance administrative corrections
3) Including other corrections

Source: Statistics Netherlands
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