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July exports no longer falling

According to the latest preliminary figures by Statistics Netherlands, the
Netherlands exported almost 19 billion euro worth of goods in July 2002. This
is virtually identical to the July 2001 figure. This ends a series of eleven
months in which exports fell.

The value of imports in July on July 2001 fell by 6% to almost 17 billion euro.
This means that imports are not decreasing as fast as in May and June. July
2002 had one working day more than July 2001. Furthermore, prices were
down slightly in July. Germany, the main trading partner of the Netherlands,
manifested similar developments in international trade in July.

International trade with EU countries down

Both imports and exports with EU countries fell by 3% in July 2002 on the
same period last year. Exports were worth over 14 billion euro and imports 9
billion euro. These decreases are smaller than in the last half year, when
exports fell by an average of 9% and imports by 7%. The trade balance was
almost 5 billion euro positive in July. This is about the same as in July last
year.

More exports to non-EU countries

Exports to non-EU countries increased by 9% on July 2001, reaching a value
of almost 5 billion euro. This means exports are growing faster than in
previous months. Imports from non-EU countries fell by 10% on July 2001 and
are now valued at over 7 billion euro. This means the trade balance with non-
EU countries on July 2002 reached almost 2 billion euro, considerably less
than in July last year.

For further information please contact the press office.
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Table 1: Imports and exports. 2000-2002

Imports Exports g;?gr?ce Imports Exports
Year on year percentage
In billion euros changes

2000

January 15.5 16.3 0.8 17 18
February 16.8 17.8 1.0 26 28
March 18.7 20.4 1.7 17 19
April 16.5 17.4 0.9 16 17
May 18.4 19.9 1.5 31 37
June 17.9 19.0 1.1 18 18
July 16.7 17.9 1.2 16 21
August 16.8 18.7 2.0 24 34
September 18.9 20.7 1.8 18 22
October 20.0 21.3 1.3 28 25
November 20.8 22.2 1.3 25 25
December 19.1 20.3 1.2 15 14
2001

January 19.3 20.6 1.4 25 26
February 18.0 19.9 1.9 7 11
March 20.2 22.5 2.3 8 11
April 17.7 19.4 1.6 8 12
May 19.1 21.0 2.0 4 6
June 18.9 21.0 2.1 5 10
July 17.8 18.9 1.1 6 5
August 17.0 18.5 1.4 1 -1
September 17.4 19.7 2.3 -8 -5
October 18.4 20.7 2.3 -8 -3
November 18.1 20.3 2.2 -13 -8
December 16.4 18.9 25 -14 -7
2002*

January 16.4 18.7 2.3 -15 -9
February 16.1 18.5 2.4 -11 -7
March 18.0 20.9 2.9 -11 -7
April 17.5 19.0 1.4 -1 -2
May 17.1 19.9 2.8 -11 -6
June 16.8 19.6 2.8 -11 -7
July 16.7 18.9 2.2 -6 0

* Preliminary figures
Source: Statistics Netherlands
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