
Press release
Statistics Netherlands

Statistics Netherlands Press release PR00-266 page 1 of 1

PR00-266
23 November 2000

9.30 hrs

Statistics Netherlands
Press Office

P.O. Box 4000
2270 JM Voorburg

The Netherlands
tel. +31 70 337 58 16
fax +31 70 337 59 71

e-mail:
persdienst@cbs.nl

Statistics Netherlands
is a department of

the Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Producer confidence remains high

Sentiments among goods producers hardly changed in October com-
pared with September. The producer confidence indicator was 7.3 in
October. Statistics Netherlands' business sentiment survey shows fur-
ther that producers expect to increase output slightly in the coming
months. Companies were positive about their order books, and still
happy with their stocks of finished products. Producers expect selling
prices to increase in the next few months.

Goods producers remain confident

Companies producing goods were just as optimistic about the business
climate in October as in September. The producer confidence indicator
was one tenth of one per cent higher, at 7.3. Confidence among goods
producers has been high since September 1999. The average producer
confidence score in the period January to October of this year was 6.8;
one of the highest averages ever. In the first ten months of last year, the
indicator averaged 2.5.
Goods producers expect a slight increase in output  in the period No-
vember to January 2001.

Companies satisfied with orders and stocks

The order books index in October was 100.8 (June 2000=100), half a
point down on September. The amount of work in hand is still satisfac-
tory, previous positive reports on this aspect remain unchanged in Oc-
tober. Stocks of finished products do not seem to be a concern either:
again, reports remain favourable, just as in September.
Producers do not expect prices of goods to stop increasing in the near
future. They predict selling prices to continue to rise in the period No-
vember-January 2001.

For further information, please contact G. Taal tel. +31 70 337 43 62; e-
mail: gtal@cbs.nl.


