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Consuner confidence renai ns high

Statistics Netherlands’ consuner confidence indicator
for August is 26, showi ng that consuners are just as
confident in the econony this nonth as they were in
July. They are also nearly as optimstic about the
economc climate as last nonth, and still willing to
spend their noney. After adjustment for seasonal
effects, the confidence indicator is slightly down on
t he begi nning of the year.

Seasonal effects flatter indicator

Consunmer confidence has been fairly stable at a high
| evel all year. Consuners are usually nore

pessim stic than average at the start of the year,
and extra optimstic in the summer nonths. |f these
seasonal effects are taken into account consuner
confidence is slightly lower in July and August than
in the first six nonths of 2000.

Opi nion on econonm ¢ climte unchanged

Consuner opinion on the econonmc climate in the

Net herlands is again positive in August, both for the
past as well the next twelve nonths. After adjustnent
for seasonal effects these opinions have al so becone
| ess positive in the course of this year.

WIlingness to buy remains high

Consuners' willingness to buy al so continues its high
I evel in August. This has been relatively stable and
high this year, even when seasonal effects are taken
i nto account.

The high indicator for willingness to buy is apparent
from ongoi ng consuners' sentinents that it is a good
time to buy large itens such as conputers and

t el evi si ons.
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For further information, please contact G Buiten
tel. +31 70 337 47 95; e-mail: gbtn@bs.nl.
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