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Fall in unenploynment comng to a
standstil |

Regi stered unenpl oynment in the Netherlands was 195

t housand in the nonths March to May. The | at est
figures form Statistics Netherlands seemto indicate
that the decrease in the unenploynent rate seens to
be com ng to a standstill.

Unenpl oyment in March to May

In the nonths March to May this year, the nunber of
regi stered unenpl oyed people in the Netherlands was
195 thousand, six thousand fewer than in February to
April. However, seasonal effects wusually cause a
decrease of over fifteen thousand at this tinme of
year. Once these effects have been renoved, the new
figure is ten thousand higher than in the previous
three-nmonth period. As unenploynent figures are based
on a sanple survey, they are subject to a certain
margin of error. Therefore the trend i n unenpl oynent
is best considered in a | onger term perspective.

Fall comng to a standstill

Unenpl oynent has been falling continuously since
1994. At that tinme just over 520 thousand people were
regi stered as unenployed in the Netherlands. The
decline started off gradually but picked up speed
fromthe beginning of 1997. After the sumer of 1998,
the decrease subsided to around five thousand peopl e
a nonth and this rate was fairly constant up to the
end of |ast year.

The unenpl oynent rates have been nore unpredictable
in recent nonths. Conpared with six nonths ago,
unenpl oynent is only four thousand | ower, and
conpared with three nonths ago it is even higher.
Because of the margin of error this does not
necessarily nmean that unnpl oyenent is rising.
However, it can be concluded that the fall is

st agnati ng.
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For further information, please contact AMS.
Boel ens, tel. + 31 45 570 72 10; e-mail: abns@bs. nl
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