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Consuner confidence still high

Consuners are just as confident in the econony in My
as they were in April. The consuner confidence
indicator is 25. Consuners are slightly |ess

optim stic about the economc climate than | ast

nonth, but are just as willing to spend their noney
according to figures from Statistics Netherl ands.

Consuners slightly | ess positive about econom c
climte

Consuners are still very positive about the econony
in May, albeit slightly less than in April. Their
optimsmwth regard to the next twelve nonths seens
to be waning slightly. Their opinion on the | ast

twel ve nont hs has hardly changed. Up to now consuners
have been nore optimstic in 2000 than they were in

t he second half of 1999.

Wl lingness to buy still high

Consuners are just as wlling to spend their noney in
May as they were in April. The indicator for

w I lingness to buy has been hovering between 20 and
24 points for over a year now. This is conparable
with the high level in the summer of 1998. The hi gh

|l evel of willingness to buy is reflected in the fact
that consuners think it is a good tine to buy |arge
items like refrigerators and tel evision sets.

For further information, please contact G Buiten
tel. +31 70 337 47 95; e-mail: gbtn@bs.nl.
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