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Statistics Netherlands

Regi stered unenpl oynent in the
first quarter

According to figures just released by Statistics

Net her | ands, regi stered unenploynment in the

Net her|l ands was 215 thousand in the first quarter of
2000.

After adjustnent for seasonal effects the figure is
just under 200 thousand. Unenpl oynent has fallen by
four thousand people a nonth for the last twelve
nont hs.

Devel opnents i n unenpl oynent

Sonme 215 thousand people were | ooking for a job in
the first quarter of 2000. Seasonal effects usually
push up unenpl oynent at the beginning of the year.
Once these effects have been renoved the figure is
198 thousand, ten thousand nore than in the fourth
quarter of 1999. However, this does not necessarily
mean that unenpl oynent is rising.

The figures are based on a sanple survey, and are
therefore subject to a certain margin of error

Concl usions on real trends in unenploynent may only
be drawn from nore drastic changes in the figures or
changes that last for a |onger period. The increase

i n unenpl oynent between the | ast quarter of |ast year
and the first quarter of this year is too small to
concl ude that unenploynent is rising, although it can
be established that the rate of decrease has sl owed
down. More definite conclusions will have to wait for
the figures of the com ng nonths.

Conpared with six nonths ago, there are fifteen

t housand fewer unenpl oyed, and conpared with one year
ago fifty thousand fewer. This is the equivalent of a
decrease of just over four thousand people a nonth.
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For further information, please contact A. Boel ens,
tel. + 31 45 570 72 10; e-mail: abns@bs. nl
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