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Noi sy nei ghbours affect sense of
wel | - bei ng

In 1998 the serious nui sance caused by stench and

noi se was hardly less than in the four preceding
years. Road traffic, neighbours and aircraft are the
mai n sources of serious noise problens. Figures from
Statistics Netherlands' permanent quality of life
survey show that Dutch people find noisy neighbours
the hardest form of nuisance to cope with. People who
have problens wi th noi sy nei ghbours report bad health
and feelings of unhappiness nearly tw ce as often as
peopl e who do not have such problens. Noise is
general ly perceived as nore of a probel mthan stench
in the living environnent.

Nui sance from noi se and stench hardly down

The serious nui sance people experience fromtraffic
noi se has heardly decreased since 1994. In 1998 16%
of the people interviewed for the survey reported
problenms with traffic noise. Noisy nei ghbours were
reported by slightly fewer people in 1998 than in
1994 (8% versus 10% . Aircraft, trains and industria
noi se caused about the sane level of irritation in
1998 as in 1994.

Farm ng snells were experienced as a nui sance by 2%
of respondents in 1998, down fromfrom4%in 1994,
whil e stench caused by traffic and industry, open
fireplaces and nmulti-burners renmai ned unchanged.

Noi se from nei ghbours, health and happi ness

Peopl e who have serious problens with noisy

nei ghbours report bad health 1.7 tines as often as
peopl e who do not have such problenms. The other forns
of nui sance form noi se and stench have hardly or no
bearing on health. Feelings of happiness, on the
other and, are only related to noise from nei ghbours.
Peopl e who are troubl ed by serious noise fromtheir
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nei ghbours report being unhappy 1.8 tinmes nore often
t han people with nore peaceful neighbours.

For further information, please contact F. Oten,
tel. + 31 45 570 72 75; e-mail: fttn@bs.nl, or H
Schneets, + 31 45 570 72 76; e-nmil: hshs@bs. nl.
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