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Manuf act uri ng out put up

The vol une of production by the manufacturing

i ndustry was 4.6% higher in February than in January
2000, although it nust be taken into account that the
January figure was relatively low According to
Statistics Netherlands output was higher than in
January in all sectors of manufacturing. Productivity
was 5.3% higher than in February | ast year.

Sharp rises in the wood and building materials
i ndustry

Partly because of the mld weather in February this
year output in the wood and furniture industry shot
up by 16% conpared with the sanme nonth |ast year
Production volunes were al so considerably higher in
the food industry (+7.4% and the chem cal industry
(+6.8% . In the netal industry output in February
this year was 3.8% higher than in February |ast year.

Productivity higher than in fourth quarter 1999

Wi | e manufacturing productivity in February 2000 was
wel | over the level in the fourth quarter of 1999,
the average for the first two nonths of this year was
below the level in the fourth quarter. The | ow
January figure kept this average down.

Previ ously published figures from Statistics

Net her | ands' busi ness sentinent survey further show

t hat manufacturers expect a further increase in
production in the period March to My.

For further information, please contact Hans Pijpers
tel. +31 70 337 48 73; e-mail: jpps@bs.nl.
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