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Producer prices substantially
hi gher in February

The prices of manufactured products produced in the
Net her| ands were 1.5% higher in February than in
January. The prelimnary data by Statistics Nether-

| ands show t hat donestic selling prices for manufac-
tured goods went up by 0.9%in February. Export
prices for these products increased by 1.7% Conpared
to February 1999 producer prices are up 11.1%

Predom nantly price rises

There were February on January price rises in nost
branches of industry. The food, beverages and tobacco
industry saw its prices go up by 1% The price for
pork went up especially. Prices in the chem cal in-
dustry |likew se increased by 1% Statistics Nether-

| ands al so observed higher prices in the base netal

i ndustry. Donestic prices in February went up 0.2% on
January, while export prices saw a 2% i ncrease. The
rubber and plastics industry sawits prices fall.

Ol prices up for twelfth nonths

The products produced by the oil industry went up for
the twelfth nonth in succession. Conpared to February
1999 the selling prices for oil products have in-
creased by al nost 142%

Due to devel opnents in the oil prices on the world
mar ket The February on January prices of the products
made by the oil industry increased by 8.4% Donestic
prices rose by 6.6% export prices by 9.1%

Wen we | eave the devel opnent of the oil prices out
of consideration, then the total price level for

Dut ch industrial products was not 11.1 but 3.8%

hi gher than in February 1999.
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Raw materi al s nore expensive

The prices of raw materials and sem - manuf act ur ed
goods used by industry were 1.9% higher in February
than in January. According to Statistics Netherlands
donmestic raw materials and sem - manuf act ured goods
were up 1.4% Inported raw materials saw a 2. 3% price
i ncrease.

In conparison with the prices of February 1999, in-
dustrial consunption prices were 21.4% higher. Im
ported raw materials increased alnost three tines as
much as donestic raw materials and sem - manuf act ur ed
goods.

For further information please contact
P.E. Luyten, 31-70 337 47 16.

Producer prices, base year 1995=100, nonthly percent-
age changes in donestic sales, exports and inports.
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