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Regi st ered unenpl oynent conti nues
to fall

The nunber of unenpl oyed has fallen again. In the
nont hs Decenber - February average unenpl oynent in the
Net herl ands was 201 thousand, according to the |atest
figures from Statistics Netherlands, over sixty

t housand down on the same period |last year. This is

t he equi val ent of an average nonthly decrease of five
t housand in the past year.

Unenpl oynment continues to fal

In the nont hs Decenber 1999- February 2000, the nunber
of registered unenpl oyed people in the Netherl ands
was 201 thousand, the sane as in the period Novenber
1999-January 2000. Seasonal effects usually push up
unenpl oynent at the beginning of the year. Once these
ef fects have been renoved, the new figure is five

t housand | ower than in the previous three-nonth
period, continuing the dowward trend.

Decrease by five thousand a nonth

As unenpl oynent figures are based on a sanple survey,
they are subject to a certain margin of error.
Therefore the trend in unenploynent is best
considered in a | onger term perspective. Conpared
with one year ago, unenploynent has fallen by 62

t housand peopl e, the equival ent of just over five

t housand people a nonth. Unenpl oynent has been
decreasing at this rate for one and a half years now.
Before that the fall was slightly faster

For further information, please contact A. Boel ens,
tel. + 31 45 570 72 10; e-mail: abns@bs. nl

Statistics Netherlands Press release PR00-065 page 1 of 1



