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H ghest nunber of marriages since
1992

Sonme 89 thousand marri ages took place in the

Net herlands in 1999, the fourth year in succession
that the nunber of marriages increased. According to
Statistics Netherlands' figures, the nunber of
marriages in 1999 was the highest since 1992. In
addition to the marriages, three thousand coupl es
registered their partnership officially with a
muni ci pal registrar. Mdst marrying couples are around
thirty years of age. Only one in five couples did not
live together before getting marri ed.

Younger and ol der coupl es

Young people are waiting | onger before getting
married. Today the average bridegroomis in his early
thirties, and his bride just under thirty. Their
parents were five years younger when they marri ed.

Not everybody waits this |long though: in 1999 one in
five brides were younger than 25, and the same share
of bridegroons were 40 years or ol der.

Li vi ng toget her before marri age

One of the reasons for the increasing ages at
marriage is that nost partners |ive together before
getting married; only one in five couples do not.

It was still quite rare for couples to |live together
in the seventies, when fewer than one in five -
nostly only higher educated - couples did so. It has
becone nuch nore commopn since then, and today four
out of every five nmen and wonen |ive together w thout
bei ng marri ed.

Al t hough nost of these couples decide to get married
at sone tine, they seemto be taking longer to reach
this decision. In the early seventies, 60% of wonen
who lived together married within three years. Twenty
years on this was only one quarter of wonen.
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Reasons for getting married

One in five wonen living wwth a partner give children
as a reason to get married. One in ten state buying a
house as a notive. The continuing econom c growth and
t he hi gh nunber of babies born in 1999 m ght have
contributed to the increase in the nunber of

marri ages. Most coupl es, however, do not give any
particul ar reason for getting married, just saying
they felt it was tinme to take this step.

Hal f of wonmen who did not |ive together before
marrying say they are agai nst unmarried cohabitation
in principle.

| mm grant coupl es

| mrm grant couples nore often marry at young ages than
native Dutch couples. There are |large age differences
bet ween Moroccan brides and groons. Mroccan wonen
are 21 on average when they marry, Mroccan nen 27.
For Turkish couples the differences are snaller:

both the nen and the wonen are relatively young when
they marry.

Dutch nmen who marry wonen from countries |ike Pol and,
t he Philippines, Thailand and the Dom ni can Republic
are often subtantially older than their brides.

Second nmarri ages

One in every five people who marry has done so
before. Divorced nmen who remarry are on average 44
years old, nearly four years ol der than divorced
wonmen marrying again. For widowers the difference is
five years. Divorced nen nore often remarry than

di vorced wonen. One reason for this is that after a
divorce children nore often stay with their nothers.

Weddi ng pl ans

Nearly everyone born in the postwar generations got
married. Nearly 95% of wonen born between 1945 and
1950 married. Younger generations are in less of a
hurry. Part of this is just postponenent: they just
wait | onger before getting married. But the
proportion who never marry is increasing. Eighty per
cent of wonen born in the seventies expect to get
married at sone tine.
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Ef fect of partnership registration no |onger
noti ceabl e

In 1999 3.3 thousand partnerships were officially
regi stered, down from4.6 thousand in 1998. The
nunber of same-sex relationships registered fell
particlualy strongly, from3.0 thousand in 1998 to
1.8 thousand in 1999. This probably has to do with
the fact that 1998 was the first opportunity for

t hese couples who wanted to register to do so. The
nunber of mal e-femal e partnershi ps who registered,
about 1.5 thousand dui zend, hardly changed in 1999.

For further information, please contact J . Latten,
tel. +31 70 337 52 32; e-mail: jltn@bs.nl or J. de
Beer, tel. +31 70 337 52 29; e-mail: jber@bs.nl.
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