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Manuf acturing turnover shoots up in
Decenber

The turnover of the Dutch manufacturing industry

i ncreased substantially in Decenber 1999.

Provisional figures from Statistics Netherlands show
that sal es were 24% hi gher than in Decenber 1998.
Over half of this explosive growh can be attributed
to higher prices (+8% and one extra worki ng day
(+59% .

In the fourth quarter of 1999 sal es were 14% hi gher
than in the sane quarter of the previous year. This
surge hel ped break the turnover record of 1998. For
t he whol e year, turnover in the manufacturing

i ndustry in 1999 was just over 330 billion guilders,
2% nore than in 1998.

Manuf acturing turnover recovers in 1999

Turnover in manufacturing fell in the course of 1998
because of constantly decreasing prices. In the |ast
quarter of 1998 turnover was 5% | ower than in the
sanme quarter one year previously. In the first
quarter of 1999, too, it fell by 5% but in the
second quarter this decrease was only 1% and it was
foll owed by a slight increase of 2% in the third
quarter. According to Statistics Netherl ands
figures the 14%growh in the fourth quarter on the
sanme quarter in 1998 was nainly realised in the |ast
two nonths of 1999. The increasing prices of products
pushed up the growmh. The price rises are mainly
caused by the continual increase in oil prices.

Largest turnover growh in petro-chem cal sector

In 1999 manufacturing turnover was 2% hi gher than in
1998. Donestic sales were 3% up, exports 2%
According to Statistics Netherlands, the |argest

i ncreases were in the petrochem cal sector, the netal
i ndustry, the electrical engineering and transport
equi pnrent industry and the wood and construction
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materials industry. Just over half of the growh in
t he petrochem cal industry is attributable to
exports, while two-thirds of the increase for netal,
el ectrical engineering and transport equi pnment was
realised on the donestic market. The increase in
sal es of products fromthe wood and construction
mat erials industry was achi eved conpletely on the
nati onal market.

Turnover for conpanies in the food, drinks and
tobacco industry fell. Sales for this sector were
down on both the donestic and the export nmarkets.

For further information, please contact:

H M P. van der Bosch, tel. +31 45 570 63 33; e-nmil
hbsh@bs. nl .
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