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Retail turnover up 4.2%in 1999

Last year turnover in the retail trade grew by 4.2%
The newest figures from Statistics Netherlands show
t hat the non-food branches set the pace for this

i ncrease. Turnover in these branches was 6. 4% hi gher
than in 1998. As in 1998, the increase in trade in
food shops was a lot smaller (+1.6%.

Dutch consuners spent a total of 150 billion guilders
(68 billion euros) in the shops |ast year, an average
of 22,000 guilders (10,000 euros) per househol d. Just
over 9,000 guilders (4,000 euros) of this was spent
in food stores, and 13,000 guilders (6,000 euros) in
non-food outlets.

Consuners spend nore on personal hygiene

Consuners spent nore in particular on persona

hygi ene and hone enhancenment in 1999.

In the area of personal hygi ene, chem sts continued
their strong gromh of 1998, with a 10.3% increase in
turnover. C othes shops on the other hand saw their
increase in takings halved, from7.3%in 1998 to 3.6%
in 1999. Hone enhancenent was popular with consuners.
Shops selling honme furnishings (furniture, |anps,

fl oor coverings) increased their turnover by 7.7%
Sales in the do-it-yourself branch were also 7.7% up.
Consuner el ectronics were | ess popular. The 14.3%
increase in 1998 fell to 3.5%in 1999.

Food specialists in the red

The erosion of the market share of food speciali st
outlets such as butchers and off-1icences continued
in 1999. Butchers closed their books with a | oss of

1. 7% on 1998, and sal es by poulterers, off-Ilicences
and shops selling tobacco products also cane to |ess
than in 1998. Cheese shops suffered heavy | osses (-
11.5% . Fishnongers were the only food specialists to
i nprove on 1998, increasing their takings by 7.9%
Super mar ket sal es were 2% up on 1998.
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For further information, please contact R Duijkers,
tel. +31 70 337 44 28; e-mail: rdks@bs.nl.
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