2[a)
—
—

PR00-015
24 January 2000
9.30 hrs

Statistics Netherlands
Press Office

P.O. Box 4000

2270 JM Voorburg
The Netherlands
tel. +31 70 337 58 16
fax +31 70 337 59 71
e-mail:
persdienst@cbs.nl

Statistics Netherlands
is a department of

the Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Press release

Statistics Netherlands

More university students

The nunber of students at universities is up again
for the first time since 1993. In the study year
1999/ 2000 there were 2% nore students at universities
than in the last study year. The nunber of first-year
students increased by 5.5%and for the first tine in
history there are nore wonen first-year students than
men, according to a count by Statistics Netherlands
on 1 Decenber 1999.

Nunmber of students increasing

The total nunber of students at Dutch universities is
nearly 163 thousand, 2% nore than in 1998. The nunber
of wonen grew by just over 3% the nunber of nen by
1% Just over 47%of all students are wonen. The

| argest growth in student enrol ment was for econonics
and the humanities. Enrol nent grew fastest at the
Techni cal University in Eindhoven and the University
of Maastricht.

First-year students: nore wonen than nen

The nunber of first-year students peaked at 36
thousand in 1991. In the period 1992-1996 it then
fell by an average fifteen hundred a year. Since 1997
nunbers have been picking up again, and on 1 Decenber
1999 32 thousand students were in their first year at
uni versity, 1,700 (5.5% nore than in 1998.

The nunber of wonmen students has grown faster than

t he nunber of nen, and for the first time in history
there are now nore wonen first-year students than
men. More students enter university from both
vocational coll eges and senior secondary educati on.
The nunber of students who took one or two years
"out' between finshing secondary school and starting
uni versity increased.

The | argest increase in the nunber of first-year
enrol ment was at the Catholic University in N jnmegen:
19% Nunbers of new students were al so substantially
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hi gher at the Technical University in Ei ndhoven and
at the University of Urecht.

For further information, please contact G Janssen,
tel. +31 70 337 48 15; e-mail: gjnn@bs.nl.
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