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Regi st ered unenpl oynent drops bel ow
200 t housand

The nunber of unenpl oyed has fallen again, according
to new figures fromStatistics Netherlands. The
nunber of registered unenployed in the |ast quarter
of |ast year was 189 thousand, the first tine since
1980 that it has dropped bel ow the 200 t housand marKk,
and 71 thousand | ower than in the sane period in the
previ ous year. Unenpl oynent has decreased by an
average six thousand people a nonth in the past year.

Regi stered unenploynment falls to | ess than 200
t housand

The nunber of registered unenployed in the | ast
gquarter of 1999 was 189 thousand. After seasonal

adj ust mrent the unenpl oynent rate is 25 thousand | ower
than in the third quarter, continuing the dowward
trend. As the figures are based on a sanpl e survey,
they are subject to a certain margin of error
Therefore the trend in unenploynent is best
considered in a |l onger term perspective. In the
nont hs Cct ober - Decenber, the nunber of registered
unenpl oyed people in the Netherlands was 71 thousand
lower than in the sanme period in 1998. This is the
equi val ent of a decrease of six thousand people a
nont h.

Lowest unenpl oynent rate since 1980

In the first half of 1980 regi stered unenpl oyment was
around 200 thousand. In the second half of that year
it started to increase rapidly to reach around 640

t housand at the end of 1983. After that it began to
fall slowy again. There was a dip to 320 thousand
in the autumm of 1991, but the subsequent recession
led to a new high of around 520 thousand at the

begi nning of 1994. Since then it has been falling,
initially by just over twenty thousand a year, but
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pi cking up speed to 60 to 90 thousand a year, so that
by the end of 1999 it was back at the | evel of 1980.

Unenpl oynment fell substantially in 1999

On average registered unenpl oynent was 221 thousand
in 1999, 66 thousand lower than in 1998. It fell by
40 thousand anong nmen and 26 thousand anbng wonen in
t he space of one year. Unenpl oynment anong nmen is
still lower than that anobng wonen: in 1999 3. 8% of
worren were out of work, conpared with 2.7% of nen.

For further information, please contact Ms. |I.
Si nkel dam tel. +31 45 5707231; e-mail: isnm@bs. nl
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