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Inflation 2.2 per cent in 1999

Wth consuner prices on average 2.2% higher in 1999
than in 1998 according to Statistics Netherl ands’
consuner price index, inflation was at the sane |evel
as in previous years.

I n Decenber inflation was 2.2% the sanme as in
Novenber. Prices fell by an average 0.4% bet ween
Novenber and Decenber. Such a decrease is normal at
this time of year and is caused nmainly by cheaper

cl ot hing and | ower postal charges.

Inflation stable

Inflation in the Netherlands is neasured as the
increase in the consunmer price index conpared with
the sane nonth in the previous year. On average,
inflation in 1999 was 2.2 % about the sane as in the
| ast three years. In 1996 and 1998 it was 2.0% in
1997 the sanme as |last year: 2.2%

Sone itens were considerably nore expensive in 1999
than in 1998: fish (+6.8%, fresh vegetables (4.6%
and potatoes (+23.5%, water (+13.49%, electricity
(+6.8% and petrol (+5.29% . Prices of hairdressers
(+6.5% and consunption taxes and public services
(+3.7% also rose by nore than average. Qther itens
wer e cheaper than in 1998: eggs (-6.4%, coffee (-
12.9%, gas (-2.6%, telecomrunication (-5.4%,
audi o- and vi deo equi pnent (-4.9% and conputers (-
28.7% .

The nonthly inflation rate fluctuated only very
slightly around the average. The | owest was 2.1% and
in only one nonth was it above 2.3% In Decenber
inflation was 2.2% the sane as in Novenber.

Derived consuner price index

In the derived consuner price index of Statistics
Net herl ands the effect of changes in the rates of
i ndirect and consunption-related taxes are elimnated
fromthe price devel opnents. The derived index was on
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average 1.7% higher than in 1998. So half of one
percent of the total inflation in 1999 can be
attributed to the two above-nentioned tax categori es.
For the price increases according to the derived

i ndex, too, the 1.7% for Decenber was the sane as in
Novenber and as the average for the whol e year.

Prices down by an average 0.4% between Novenber and
Decenber.

On average, consumer prices fell by an average 0.4%
bet ween Novenber and Decenber 1999. Such a decrease
is normal at this tinme of year and is caused mainly
by cheaper clothing and footwear, and | ower postal
charges (special Christmas stanps). Apart fromthis,
no noticeable price changes were reported.

Har noni sed consuner price index

In addition to the national consumer price index,
since March 1987 Statistics Netherlands al so conpiles
a so-call ed harnoni sed consuner price index for the
Eur opean Union (EU). The harnonised index is used to
conpare inflation between countries of the EU, but is
| ess accurate for national devel opnents.

I n Novenber average inflation for the 15 countries of
the EU was 1.5% In the 11 countries of the Eurozone
it was 1.6% on average. In Novenber inflation in the
Net her |l ands according to the harnoni sed i ndex was

2. 0%

I n Decenber the Dutch rate according to the
harnmoni sed index fell to 1.9% No figures for
Decenber are available for the other EU countri es.

For further information, please contact J. Wl schots,
tel. + 31 70 337 55 11; e-mail: jwas@bs.nl.
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