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Retail trade flourishing in
Novenber

Turnover in the retail trade in Novenber 1999 was up
6. 8% on Novenber 1998. The nobst recent figures by
Statistics Netherlands show that the non-food retai
sector in particular profited froma substanti al
grom h rate. The turnover in this sector, which

i ncludes drugstores, furniture shops and DY outl ets,
i ncreased by 8.8% Food stores saw teir turnover go
up 4.5%

In total the consumer spent 12.9 billion guilders
(5.9 billion euro) in retail outlets; This comes down
to 1925 guilders (874 euro) per household. Al nost two
thirds is spent in non-food outlets.

Turnover drugstores up

I n novenber the non-food branches seemto have really
profited fromthe boom ng econony. Topping the |ist
were the drugstores, which sold 16.9% nore than in
Novenber 1998. Novenber is traditionally to nonth to
shop for presents (6 Decenber is the Sinterklaas
celebration). Toy stores cane in second with a 16.1%
plus. Consuners spent 13.7%nore at DIY stores and
furniture and furnishings saw an 8. 2% i nprovenent. In
conpari son the 3.6% turnover inclease in clothing
stores was quite nodest.
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The year 1999

In the first 11 nonths of 1999 retail sales increased
by 4.2% on the sane period the year before. For Food
the increase was 1.3% while Non-Food saw a 6.4%
increase during this period. These figures provide a
good indication for the growh rate for 1999 as a
whol e. Conpared to 1998 retailers will have a | ower
turnover growh rate, but it needs to be said that
1998 was an exceptionally good year for retail with a
6.2% increase in turnover in the first 11 nonths.

R P.R Duijkers tel. (070) 337 44 28.

Retail trade. Y ear on year per centage changes

1999 1998
Nov. Okt. Q3 Q2 Jan- Year
Nov.
Retail total 1)
6,8 0,2 338 4,7 4,2 6,9
Price 0,8 0,7 1,1 1,7 15 19
Volume 59 -0,5 2,7 2,9 2,6 49
Turnover in
money:
Food 45 -35 2,6 18 13 3,2
among which:
Super markets 4,7 -35 30 2,2 1,6 41
Non-food 88 2,8 4,6 71 6,4 8,7
among which:
Drugstores 16,9 12,1 11,2 9,1 10,4 10,7
Clothing stores 3,6 41 -39 6,5 39 7,2
Textile supermarkets 6,9 13,0 -31 7,2 51 0,7
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