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1999 excellent year for
constructi on

1999 saw a 9% i ncrease in turnover in the
construction industry. According to the figures by
Statistics Netherlands, this is the highest growh
rate in the past decade. Al sectors in construction
contributed to the growmh. The nunber of construction
conpani es went up 7% So 1999 was an excell ent year
for the construction industry.

The |l atest figures by Statistics Netherlands al so
show that architects received fewer new orders for
buil ding projects in the first nine nonths of 1999
than in the same period of 1998.

Turnover 117 billion guilders

According to the first prelimnary results, the
construction conpanies had a total turnover in 1999
of 117 billion guilders. In 1998 this was 108
billion. Turnover went up by an average of 9%
Constructors in residential and non-residenti al

buil ding perfornmed slightly below this average, with
a growmh rate of 8% Positive exceptions were the
civil engineering and building installation conpanies
with a 10% turnover increase.

Turnover of the category other construction
conpani es, including conpletion wrks and ot her
speci al i st conpani es such as painters and plasterers
i ncreased by 9%

The turnover growt h cane about mainly through
conpani es that were active in construction both in
1998 and 1999.

More construction conpani es

There was a substantial increase in the nunber of
construction conpanies in 1999 (+7%. In 1999 nore
than 10 thousand entrepreneurs started a new conpany,
whil e al nost 5 thousand conpani es ceased to exi st.
The latter were mainly small conpani es. On bal ance
this increased the nunber of construction conpanies
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in 1999 by 5 thousand to a total of 78 thousand. The
new conpani es produced a turnover in 1999 of 2.5
billion guilders in total. There was an increase in
t he nunber of small (+8%, nediumsized (+4% and

| ar ge conpani es (+69% .

Fewer new orders for architects

In the third quarter of 1999 there was a substanti al
drop in the nunber of new orders to design building
projects in residential and non-residenti al

buil dings: 14%less than in the third quarter of

1998. Despite positive growh in the first six nonths
of 1999, the total for the first three quarters of
1999 was |l ower than in the same period of 1998 (-2%.

Architects get record nunber of cancell ations

The nunber of orders dropped substantially for
residential construction and construction for

busi ness services. The sl owdown in residential
construction started in the second quarter of 1999,
while the slowdown in construction for business
services started in the third quarter of 1999. There
are al so many cancel |l ati ons. There has not been a
cancel lation in three subsequent quarters for such
anounts in twenty years. Because of this, the anpunt
of work in progress fell for the first tinme in many
years.

For further information please contact:
L. Bunschoten, tel. (070) 337 4209.

Turnover of construction conpanies

1996 1997 1998 1999 1)
billion
gui | ders
Resi denti al and 44, 3 46, 2 48, 2 52
non-resi denti al
bui | di ng/

Burgerlijke en
utiliteitsbouw
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Civil

engi neeri ng/
Grond-, water- en
wegenbouw

Conmpl eti on wor ks/
Bouwi nstal |l ati e-
bedrijven

O her/

Overige
bouwbedrij ven

Tot al / Tot aal
bouwni j ver hei d

NB. Due to rounding the figures may not add up

1) Preliminary figures

Source/ Bron: Statistics Netherl ands/ CBS
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