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Manuf act uri ng producti on surges in
Cct ober

The vol une of manufacturing output was 3. 8% hi gher in
October than in the sane nonth | ast year. Provisional
figures from Statistics Netherlands show further that
after seasonal adjustnment it was 1.5% higher than in
Septenber this year. The chemical industry in
particular increased its output. Previously published
figures from Statistics Netherlands' business
sentiment survey further show that manufacturers
expect a further increase in production in the next

t hree nont hs.

Production in the chem cal industry shoots up
Qutput in the chem cal industry has increased
strongly since June of this year. In Cctober the
vol ume of production was as nuch as 10% hi gher than
in October 1998. The increase was realised for both
basi ¢ products and end products of the chem cal
sector. For the first ten nonths of this year
production by the chem cal industry was nearly 3%
hi gher than in the sanme period | ast year. For the
manuf acturing industry as a whole, the increase in
production was 0.5%in the sanme period.

Di sparity between other sectors

In the wood and construction materials industry, too,
production in the first ten nonths was up
substantially on the sane period |ast year. |n paper
and publishing, the food industry and rubber and
synthetics, the increase in production in the first
ten nonths of 1999 was al so higher than the average
for manufacturing as a whole. On the other hand, in
textile and clothing, the netal industry and the
petrol eumindustry, output in the first ten nonths
was down on the sane period | ast year.
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For further information, please contact Hans Pijpers,
tel. +31 70 337 48 73; e-mail: jpps@bs.nl.
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