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Meagre Cctober for retail trade

Retail turnover was only 0.6% higher in Cctober this
year conpared with the sanme nonth | ast year. This
small increase is partly explained by the very good
results of Cctober |ast year. Also, the pattern of
shoppi ng days was | ess favourable this year than |ast
year. The newest figures from Statistics Netherl ands
reveal that the two nobst inportant retail sectors
show opposite devel opments. Food retailers sold | ess
(-2.9%, while non-food stores inproved takings by
nearly the same percentage (+2.7%.

Shoppers spent a total of nearly 13 billion guilders,
that is nearly 2,000 guilders per househol d. Al nost
two thirds of this was spent in non-food shops.

Retail trade in 1999

The turnover for the first ten nonths is usually a
good indicator for the year figure. Up to now shop
owners will be less satisfied with 1999 than they
were in 1998. Retail turover was 3.9% higher than in
the first ten nonths of 1998. This is significantly
| ower than the growth rate for the first ten nonths
of 1998 conpared with 1997: nearly 6% U timtely,
the increase for the whole of 1998 was 6. 1%

Non- f ood sector divided

Statistics Netherlands observed opposing trends

wi thin the non-food sector in October. Conpared with
the sane nonth | ast year, chem sts reported a
substantial growmh (10.9%; and after a relatively
war m Sepet mber, consumers turned to their w nter
war dr obes, pushing up turnover in clothes shops by
5% Do-it-yourself enthusiasts al so spent generously,
increasing takings in this branch by 6.9% Stores
selling consuner electronics were | ess popular with
shoppers (-0.5%, while home enhancenent outlets al so
| agged behind, with only 0.8%growth in Cctober.
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For further information, please contact P. Mboijnman
tel. +31 70 337 44 71; e-mail: pnmm@bs.nl.
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