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| nternational trade up in third
quarter

The value of foreign trade in goods rose in the third
guarter of 1999. New figures from Statistics

Net her | ands show that international trade increased
by 7%to 96 billion guilders. Exports rose by 6% to
101 billion guilders. Inports fromlreland and the
United States show the |largest increases in the third
gquarter. In addition, Dutch exports to the Far East

al so rose strongly.

In the first half of 1999, Dutch inports and exports
were stable conpared with the sanme period in 1998.

For the first nine nonths of this year the bal ance of
trade was 19 billion guilders.

| ncreased trade in Septenber

Thirty-four billion guilders worth of goods were
inmported into the Netherlands in Septenber 1999, 7%
nore than in Septenber |ast year. Exports rose by 5%
to 37 billion guilders. The bal ance of trade for
Septenber 1999 was 2 billion guilders.

Fifty per cent increase in inports fromlrel and

The val ue of goods inported into the Netherlands from
EU countries reached 56 billion guilders in the third
quarter, 6% nore than in the sanme period | ast year

| nports fromlreland were even as nuch as 50%up in
the third quarter on |ast year's figure. Exports to
EU countries were also 6% higher in the third

quarter, at 79 billion guilders.
In the first half of 1999 inports fromthe EU were
still 1% down, while exports to EU countries were

only 1% up on the sane period | ast year.
The bal ance of trade with EU countries for the first
nine nonths of 1999 was 68 billion guilders.

I ncreasing trade with non EU countries

In the third quarter of 1999 the Netherlands inported
40 billion guilders worth of goods from countries
outside the European Union. This is 10% nore than in
the third quarter of |ast year.
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I nports fromthe United States in particular grew
strongly (+14% . Exports to non-EU countries al so
increased in this period. Conpared with | ast year,
exports to these countries grew by 5%to 23 billion
gui | ders. Exports to East Asia showed the |argest
increase (+19% in the third quarter.

In the first half of 1999 inports from non-EU
countries rose by 2% while exports remained at the
sanme | evel

The trade deficit with countries outside the EU for
the first nine nonths of this year was 49 billion
gui | ders.

For further information, please contact N
Phi | i ppens, tel. (045) 570 67 17; e-mumil: aphs@bs. nl
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