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Manuf act uri ng out put conti nues to
rise

The vol une of production by the manufacturing indus-
try was nearly 3% hi gher in Septenber this year than
in the sane nonth | ast year. After seasonal adjust-
ment, provisional figures from Statistics Netherlands
show t hat production was 1.2% higher in the third
gquarter of this year than in the second quarter.

Production speeding up slightly

Producti on by the manufacturing industry is increas-
ing by nore and nore fromqquarter to quarter. Foll ow
ing a gradual decrease in 1998, output in the first
quarter of this year was slightly higher than in the
fourth quarter of 1998. The increase continued in the
second quarter and now again in the third quarter,
even by a little nore. This takes production in the
first nine nonths of this year to the sanme | evel as
in the first nine nonths of l[ast year. Mnufacturing
conpani es expect a further increase in activity in
the com ng nonths according to Statistics Nether-

| ands’ busi ness sentinent survey for Septenber. They
al so pronounce favourably on their order book posi -
tions and their stocks of finished products. Producer
confidence is now at a record high

Production rising in several sectors

For the manufacturing industry as a whole, output in
the third quarter was an average 1.2% higher than in
the second quarter. Hi gher growth rates were reported
in chem cal and rubber industry, food, drink and to-
bacco, paper and publishing, and the wood industry.
Qutput in the nmetal industry grew only nodestly.
Wthin this sector, basic netal showed a stronger
growm h. Construction materials and textile, clothing
and | eather had a | ower volume of production than in
t he second quarter.
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For further information, please contact Hans Pijpers,
tel. +31 70 337 48 73; e-mail: jpps@bs.nl.
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