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Again fewer fires in 1998

The nunber of fires in 1998 was down nore than 11% on
a year ago. There was nore rain than in 1997 so that
there were fewer fires in verges, forests and noors.
The | atest data by Statistics Netherlands shows fur-
thernore that major fires in buildings caused nore
than 800 mllion guilders worth of damage. This is
alnost two thirds of the total damage caused by
fires. More than one in three fire alarns is a fal se
alarm

Rai ny summer, fewer fires outdoors

Al nost 44 thousand fires were registered in 1998. In
1997 there were nearly 50 thousand. The nunber of
fires in verges, forests and noors fell by 40% In
1998 there were 3 thousand versus 5 thousand in 1997.
The cause nust lie in the anount of precipitation,
which was far greater in 1998.

Al nost 56% of the fires outside is started deli ber-
ately.

Limted nunber of major fires, greatest damage

More than 3% of all fires are mpjor ones. The anount
of danmages caused by such major fires was 803 mllion
gui l ders. This conmes down to two thirds of the total
amount of damage. The 1998 figure of 1.2 billion
guilders in total damages for all fires is about the
same as in 1997. The average anount of danage per
fire in dwellings went from 25 thousand guilders in
1997 to 27 thousand guilders in 1998.

Three out of ten fires are indoor fires. Mdst of them
occur in residential buildings (57%. The mai n cause
of indoor fires is faulty equipnment or incorrect use
of equi pnent (29% .

Many fal se alarnms again
In 1998 the fire departnent received 132 thousand
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calls, 2% down on 1997. The fire fighters put out 44
t housand fires, and had 47 thousand fal se al arns.

In nine out of ten false alarns it is a fire alarm

Al nost 75% of these cone fromfire alarmsystens. The
fire fighters also offered assistance in 41 thousand
cases. This was the first time that fire fighters an-
swered so many calls for assistance. This is due to
the extrenme rains in Septenber and Cctober.

For further information please contact WF. Swaager
+3170 337 56 42.
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Key figures/ Kerncijfers brandweer-
statistiek

1995 1996 1997 1998
Fire fighters/ Brandweerlieden (x 1 26, 4 26,5 26,5 26, 6
000)
w. v. professionals/ beroeps 3,9 4,0 4,1 4,2
Vol unteers/vrijwlligers 22,5 22,5 22,4 22,4
Calls / Meldingen (x 1 000) 118, 9 131,2 134, 2 132,0
w.v. false alarnms by fire alarm sys- 26,7 26, 6 29,9 33,1
tem/ loos alarmvia brandnel dinstal -
latie
G her false alarns/ overig 12,4 15,1 15,5 13,7
| oos alarm
Fires/ brand 46, 1 55,2 49,5 44,0
Assi stance/ hul pverl eni ng 33,7 34,4 39,3 41,1
Fires/ Branden (x 1 000) 46, 1 55,2 49,5 44,0
w. v. Chi mey/ schoor st eenbranden 2,2 2,5 1,8 1,8
Smal | i ndoor/ kl ei ne binnen- 12,3 13,6 13,6 13,0
branden
Maj or i ndoor/(mi ddel) grote 1,3 1,6 1,4 1,4
bi nnenbr anden
Qut door/ bui t enbranden 30,3 37,4 32,7 27,8
fires in verges, forests and noors / 7,2 11,7 5,0 3,0
w. 0. berm, bos- en hei debranden
Anpbunt of danmmge/ Schadebedrag door 1056 1237 1218 1223
branden (mn gld)
w. v. schoor st eenbranden 4 5 4 5
kl ei ne bi nnenbranden 241 389 308 283
(mi ddel) grote binnenbranden 641 680 778 803
bui t enbr anden 170 163 128 132
Assi stance / Hul pverl eningen (x 1 33,7 34,4 39,3 41,1
000)
w.Vv. residential build- 11,0 11,7 14, 4 13,4
i ngs/ woongebouwen
O her buil dings/ overige ge- 3,0 3,4 4,2 4,0
bouwen
fires in verges, streets, roads, |and 10,1 9,7 11,1 13,0
/wegen, straten, bernen, terreinen
Cars/ personenauto's 4,4 4,3 4,1 4,7
O her objects/ overige objec- 5, 5, 5,4 6,0
ten
Cost per capita of nunicipal fire 54 60 58 62
servi ces/ Kosten geneentelijke brand-
weer per inwoner (gld)
Costs per call/ Kosten geneentelijke 7173 7228 6739 7342

brandweer per uitruk (gld)
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