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Butterflies still in danger

There are nore butterflies in the Netherlands this
year. This is due to the good weather conditions dur-
ing this sunmer. A few species are recovering somne-
what after the decline in recent years. The recovery
is nostly anong the conmon butterflies, such as the
Large Wiite and the Holly Blue. The new results from
observations by Statistics Netherlands and the

VI inderstichting, however, show that the rare species
did not increase in nunber.

Slight recovery in commpn species

The slight increase in the nunber of butterflies is
due to the recovery of sone common species. 1999 was
a good year for the Large Wiite, the Holly Blue, and
the G een Hairstreak. It was the second year in a row
in which the commbn speci es recovered sonewhat. Stil
over half of the 22 species is worse off than in

1990. The Vlinderbal ans [butterfly balance] is a new
way of showing the current situation in butterfly

| evels. It shows that on bal ance over a third of the
common speci es are declining.

Rare species remain rare

The environmental policy by the Dutch Mnistry of Ag-
riculture, Nature Managenment and Fi sheries focuses on
a group of species requiring ‘special attention’,
such as the Small Pearl-borded Fritillary and the
Grayling. These are endangered species requiring ex-
tra protection. These species have been doing poorly
for years. On bal ance al nost half of the rare species
has declined in nunber since 1990: and there is no

i mprovenent in this in 1999.
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Rare butterfly species vulnerable in small nature ar-
eas

Many rare species only live in very small nature ar-
eas at a great distance fromone another. Such snal
popul ations are very vulnerable: a few bad seasons
may mean the end of their population. This happened
in recent years with the Small Pink-borded Fritillary
in the Bruuk area near G oesbeek and with the Large
Chequer ed Ski pper on the heathlands of the Tonden-
sche and Enpesche hei. It is virtually inpossible for
t hese popul ations to recover on their own.

For nore information please contact:
C. Plate: +3170 337 42 11 or

De Vlinderstichting: +31317 46 73 46.

Butterfly bal ance/ VIinderbal ans

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999*

%

Al spe- 0 0 13 -28 -46 -21 -41 -46 -46 -41
cies/Alle so-

orten (39)

Speci es requir- 0 6 -12 -35 -47 -24 -47 -29 -47 -47
i ng speci al

attention/ Aan-
dacht soorten
(17)

Conmon speci es/ 0 -5 32 -23 -45 -18 -36 -59 -45 - 36
Al genene so-
orten (22)

Source/ Bron: CBS/ De Vlinderstichting
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