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According to the nost recent figures by Statistics

Net herl ands turnover in the retail trade went up 4. 7%
in the first six nonths of 1999 conpared the sane pe-
riod in 1998. The only tine in the last five years
that retail turnover saw a higher growth rate was in
the first half of 1998.

The main growm h stinulator in retail was the non-food
sector (+7.6% . Food retail |agged behind with its
1.1%increase on the first six nonths of 1998.

Non-food retail profits on a wi de scale

Virtually all non-food branches in retail profited
fromthe willingness to buy anong the shoppers. There
was nuch interest in personal hygi ene products. Drug-
stores increased their turnover by 8.7%on the first
si x nmonths of 1998 and cl othes stores grew by 6.8%
Furthernore the consuner spent nore on products for
in and around the hone. The furniture branch was up
9.2% consuner electronics 7.2% and DY sold 8.3%
nore than in the first six nonths of 1998.

Food sector |ags behind

The growmh rate in food retail had not been so | ow
ever since 1994 (+1.1% . This low growth rate is due
in part by the high growth rate of the first six
nonths in 1998.
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Statistics Netherlands The supermarkets, which have an al most 80% share in
Press Office food sal es, saw their turnover increase by 1.2% A
remar kabl e sl ow down was mani fest in the turnover of
P.0.Box4000 | |jquor stores, with a drop in turnover of 5.2%for
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June was a very good nonth for retailers. Turnover

went up 7.6% on June | ast year, reaching a | evel of

Statistics Netherlands 13.1 billion guilders. Th|§ comes down to an expendi -
is a department of ture of sone 2 thousand guil ders per househol d.

the Ministry of
Economic Affairs
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In June 1999 the food sector also profited fromthe
growi ng sales. Statistics Netherlands observed a 3. 8%
i ncrease in turnover anong food stores.

Non-f ood stores even saw a 10% i ncrease in sales com
pared to June | ast year. This brings their turnover
to 8.3 billion guilders, or an expenditure of 1250
gui | ders per househol d.

P.R Duijkers, tel. (070) 337 44 28.
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