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Consumer confi dence stabl e

Consuners’ confidence in the devel opnents of the Dutch
econony renmained at the sane |level in May. Seen over a

| onger period of tinme there has been a slight recovery
since it reached a low at the end of l|ast year. In My
the general econonic situation is judged nore positively
than in April, the willingness to buy remains at the sane
| evel, according to the results of Statistics Netherlands
consuner sentinment survey for May 1999.

More positive opinion on economnic
climte

This May consuners’ feelings are nore positive about the
general econom c situation in the next twelve nonths. An
i ncreasing group of interviewees thinks that the economc
situation will not deteriorate and sonme think it wll
even inprove. In April pessimsts outnunbered optimsts
by 21% points, in May by only 13% points.

The opi ni ons about the past period have been fluctuating
around the sane level for a nunmber of nonths now. There
has been no obvious inprovenent since the downturn in ©-
tober | ast year.

WIllingness to buy renmains high

The willingness to buy remains at the sane, relatively
high level. Just as in April about 13% of consuners are
positive about their financial situation and on bal ance
about 34%think this is a sensible tinme to buy |arge
itens. The level of the willingness to buy is conparable
with that of Septenber |ast year, just before the dow-
turn in consunmer confidence.

In the past few nonths the willingness to buy expensive
itens has inproved conpared with the end of |ast year
The opi nion about the financial situation of the hous-
hol d stays on the sanme | evel as in Decenber

For further information, please contact CGert Buiten. Tel:
+ 31 70 337 47 95. E-muail: gbtn@bs. nl
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More information is also available fromour press office.
Tel: + 31 70 337 58 16
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