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Consuner price index April 1999

According to Statistics Netherlands figures the con-
sunmer price index in April was 0.2% higher than in
March. Petrol and shoes were nore expensive and fresh
veget abl es were cheaper. Conpared with | ast year the
consuner prices in April were 2.2% higher, this in-
flation figure is the sane as in the first quarter.

Consuner prices up 0.2%in April

Bet ween March and April consumer prices increased on
average by 0.2% Mtor fuels and shoes in particular
were nore expensive. Furthernore there were price
rises for holiday accommodati on, package holidays and
fruit. Fresh vegetabl es becane a | ot cheaper in
April, but are still nore expensive than | ast year.
The price of potatoes also remained high in April.

Inflation 2.2 %

In April 1999 prices were on average 2.2% higher than
in April 1998, continuing the inflation | evel of the
first quarter of 1999. The harnoni sed consuner price
i ndex shows that the Dutch inflation figure is rel a-
tively high in an international context, but the dif-
ference with other European countries shrank slightly
because inflation in other EU countries increased.
The harnoni sed i ndexes are conpiled to enable com
pari sons between European countries; they do not give
a conplete picture of the Dutch national index.

The nost recent figures of the EU countries are those
of March. In the 11 countries of the Eurozone the

har noni sed i ndex was 1. 0% hi gher than in the sane pe-
riod | ast year, in February it was 0.8% higher. In

t he Net herl ands the harnoni sed i ndex in both nonths
was 2.0% hi gher than | ast year
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According to the harnoni sed index the inflation of

the Netherlands in April 1999 was slightly higher
than in March 1999, nanely 1.9%

For further information, please contact Statistics
Net herlands tel. + 31 70 337 58 70

Information is also available fromour press office.
Tel. + 31 70 337 58 16
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