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Consuner confidence up slightly in
Apri |

Statistics Netherlands consumer sentinment survey for
April 1999 shows that consunmers seemto have nore
confidence in the Dutch econony in April than in the
foregoi ng nonths. The inprovenent is based mainly on
a higher value of the indicator for willingness to

buy, which is back at the |l evel of May and June | ast
year.

Consunmers willing to spend noney...

The indicator for the willingness to buy is the aver-
age score of the replies to three questions which
consuners are asked nonthly: two on their own finan-
cial situation (in the past twelve nonths and for the
com ng twel ve nonths) and one on whet her they con-
sider it a good tinme to buy expensive itens. The nore
favour abl e opinions on the own financial situation
pushed the willingness to buy indicator up. The num
ber of positive answers to the question on whet her
this was the right tine to buy expensive itens re-
tained its high level of March in April

...and | ess pessim stic about the econony

In April consumers were | ess pessimstic about devel -
opnments in the econony. Although negative answers

out nunbered positive ones to the question on the
econony for the seventh consecutive nonth, the dif-
ference had dropped to -3%in April (after seasonal
adjustnent), froman average —-7%in the six preceding
nont hs.

For further information,
tel. +31 070 337 48 04;

pl ease contact R Janssen
e-mail: rjnn@bs.nl.
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