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Househol ds spend 3. 9% nore in Feb-
ruary

The vol une of househol d spending in February was 3. 9%
hi gher than in the sanme nonth |ast year, signifi-
cantly nore substantial than nodest increase (1.8%

in January. Statistics Netherlands figures show fur-
ther that the strong rise in spending on durable
goods noted in 1998 continued into the begi nning of

t he year.

Less spent on food
The vol une of spending on food, drink and tobacco

fell in February conpared with |ast year, although
only slightly. The |l ess favourable pattern of shop-
ping days led to a sharper fall in January. In both

nmont hs the | argest decrease was in spending on pota-
t oes, vegetables, neat and neat products.

This decline continues to put spending on food under
pressure. The increase for the whole of 1998 was only
0.2% the lowest growth rate for the last five years.

Consuners favour new cars and consumer el ectronics

In contrast with the fall in spending on food, drink
and tobacco, spending on durable goods was clearly

hi gher than | ast year in both January (6.9% and Feb-
ruary (7.79%.

Wthin this category, the largest rise is for neans
of transport, and nore especially new cars. |In addi-
tion, to cars, consuners also spent a | ot on consuner
el ectroni cs and hone furnishings. They spent hardly
any nore than | ast year on shoes, however.

Servi ces and ot her goods: volunme growth 3.8%

Around two-thirds of consuner spending is destined
for the category services and other goods. The vol une
of spending on this category was 3.8% higher than in
February | ast year. Spending on gas, electricity and
water in particular was up, probably because of the
col der weat her than | ast year.

For further information, please contact W Ludw g;
tel. (+31) 70 337 48 13; e-nail W dg@bs.nl.
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