2[a)
—
—

PR99-96
20 April 1999
9.30 hrs

Statistics Netherlands
Press Office

P.O. Box 4000

2270 JM Voorburg
The Netherlands
tel. +31 70 337 58 16
fax +31 70 337 59 71
e-mail:
persdienst@cbs.nl

Statistics Netherlands
is a department of

the Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Press release

Statistics Netherlands

Regi st ered unenpl oynent first quar-
ter 1999

In the first quarter of this year the nunber of reg-

i stered unenpl oyed was 265 thousand. The average fal
in registered unenploynent in the last six nonths was
three to four thousand, a smaller decrease than in

t he precedi ng peri od.

Regi st ered unenpl oynment down

In the first quarter of 1999 the nunber of registered
unenpl oyed dropped to an average of 265 thousand.
Seasonal effects usually push up unenpl oynent rates
at the beginning of the year. Once the seasonal ef-
fects have been elimnated the figure in the first
guarter of this year cones out at 249 thousand, the
sane as the figure in Decenber-February. However, as
t he unenpl oynent figures are based on a sanple survey
and there is a certain margin of error, it cannot be
concl uded that unenpl oynent is stable. Conpared to
the last quarter of |last year the nunber of regis-
tered unenployed is now 11 thousand | ess. This stil
indicates a fall.

Decr ease sl ow ng down

Due to the margin of error of the unenploynent fig-
ures, the trend is best described for a | onger period
of time. Conpared to | ast year the nunber of unem
ployed in the first quarter of this year was 81 thou-
sand | ess. In the past six nonths unenpl oynment has
fallen by 21 thousand, in the six nonths before that
by 60 thousand. The average fall in the |ast six
nmonths was 3 to 4 thousand a nonth, considerably |ess
than the observed fall of 10 thousand in the preced-

i ng period.

For further information, please contact Ms. A Boe-
lens tel. 045 570 72 10; e-mail abns@bs. nl.
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