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Manuf act uri ng production down in
January and February

The vol une of production by the manufacturing indus-
try was 1.5% | ower in January and 3.5% | ower in Feb-
ruary than in the correspondi ng nonths of 1998. These
| ower figures show that production has now been de-
clining for four nonths in a row, conpared with fig-
ures for one year previously.

Conmpared with average output in the |last quarter of
1998 production in January and February is fraction-
ally higher (0.4% after seasonal adjustmnent.

Manuf acturing production back at the level of md
1997

The | evel of production by the manufacturing industry
has been declining gradually since the second quarter
of 1998. The present level is just about the same as
that in the third quarter of 1997. Manufacturing com
pani es do not expect an increase in output for the
period March to May 1999, according to Statistics

Net her | ands’ busi ness cycl e survey.

The | ower output figures for the first two nonths of
this year were reported in all branches of the manu-
facturing industry, although it should be taken into
account that the figures for the first quarter of
1998 were exceptionally high. The output figures for
paper and publishing were slightly higher in January
and February than | ast year, mainly on the basis of
t he publishing part of this branch. M neral extrac-
tion and the water and energy conpanies also had a
hi gher output, but these sectors were partly affected
by the mld winters of the |ast two years.

N. B. Fromthe January 1999 figure, the production in-
di ces are now based on 1995=100, and thus not conpa-

rable with previously published figures. For nore de-
tails see press announcenent.

For further information, please contact Hans Pijpers
tel. 070 337 4873; e-mail jpps@bs.nl.
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