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Many companies planning to build
In 1998 private sector businesses commissioned architects to design
new construction projects worth 9 billion guilders more than in 1997.
Statistics Netherlands figures show that the increase was largest in the
business services sector. The value of newly commissioned housing
projects was more than 11 billion guilders in 1998.

Many of the plans exist only on paper as yet: 45 million guilders worth
of construction has yet to commence. Such a large stock of work has
never occurred before.

Strong growth in business services

Architects received commissions worth nearly 27 billion guilders in
1998, 8% more than in 1997. Commissions from the private sector were
16% up at just over 9 billion guilders. The increase was based mainly
on the large rise in the number of commissions from the business serv-
ices sector (+22%). The number of orders from the public sector stabi-
lised somewhat, and in the housing sector just over 11 billion guilders
worth of projects were planned, 6% more than 1997.

In 1998 construction started on nearly 16 billion guilders worth of these
projects, 7% down on 1997. Business services were noticeably higher
here too with an increase of 56% on 1997, to 1.8 billion guilders.

Many plans in the pipeline

The amount of work in stock at architects’ bureaux was nearly 7 billion
guilders more than in 1997 (+17%). Although this increase was in part
caused by the increase in the number of commissions, it was also in
part because building has started on fewer of the projects, hampered by
among other things the bad weather in the second half of 1998. Also
because of the procedures and the large amount of work the processing
times are longer before work can actually start. In spite of the 4% in-
crease in staff at architects’ bureaux, they cannot cope with the work-
load. And lastly, building contractors cannot realise all the construction
plans at such short notice.

Largest increase in commissions in Flevoland

The number of commissions received by architects increased by rela-
tively most in the province of Flevoland, where the value of projects
rose by 58% compared with 1997. Zeeland was the only province
where fewer project commissions were received: -33% (400 million
guilders).
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For further information, please contact G. Fokké, tel. 070 337 42 99; e-
mail: gfke@cbs.nl.


