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Regi st ered unenpl oynent conti nues
to fall

Unenpl oynment fell further in the period Decenber —
February, to an average of 263 thousand, according to
figures just released by Statistics Netherlands. Un-
enpl oynent rates have been falling by an average of
five thousand a nonth since the mddle of 1998, a
smal l er nonthly decrease than in the precedi ng pe-
riod.

Regi st ered unenpl oynment down

From Decenber 1998 to February 1999 the nunber of un-
enpl oyed peopl e dropped to an average 263 thousand.
Seasonal effects usually push up unenpl oynent rates
at the beginning of the year. Once the seasonal ef-
fects have been elimnated the figure conmes out at
249 thousand, seven thousand | ower than in Novenber-—
January. Therefore unenploynment fell even further in
this period.

Decr ease sl ow ng down

As the unenpl oynent figures are based on a sanple
survey there is a certain margin of error. The trend
in unenploynent is therefore best described for a

| onger period. Since the mddle of 1998 unenpl oynent
has fallen by sone thirty thousand, a decrease of
five thousand a nonth. In the period before that the
fall was a |ot sharper: between md 1997 and md 1998
the drop was an average nine thousand a nonth.

For further information, please contact Ms. A Boe-
lens tel. 045 570 72 10; e-mail: abns@bs. nl.
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