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Organized Crime and Organized Crime Related Activities 

Organized Crime (OC) Organized Crime Related 
Activities (OCRA)



Exposure to Organized Crime

Differential Association and 
Social Learning

Social Opportunity 
Structures



Non-linear social influence



Is network exposure to OCRA related to OCRA participation?



Sample

• All youths residing in the 
Netherlands on January 1st 2018 
aged 12-26 years 
• 51.1% male
• 74.8% Dutch heritage

Ego network data

• Population Register
• Tax Administration data
• Educational registers



Size of the network layers



Hypotheses tested

H1: Exposure to OCRA in youth’s social networks is related to increased 
OCRA involvement of these youths

H2: OCRA exposure is more predictive of OCRA involvement than general 
crime exposure

H3: There is variation in the association between youths’ exposure and 
involvement in OCRA across different networks

H4: The relationship between OCRA exposure and OCRA involvement of 
youth is not linear



Prevalence and extent of exposure



Exposure and subsequent participation

Household
OR = 1.38

Family
OR = 1.43

Classmates
OR = 1.10

Colleagues
OR = 1.15

Neighbors
OR = 1.08



Non-linear relation
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Is network exposure to OCRA related to OCRA participation?



Caveats of the data used

• No data on actual ties
• No data on friends

Avenues for future research

• Heterogeneity in the relation between 
exposure and participation
• Individual risk- and protective factors
• Geography

• Co-offending as an additional network 
layer



Questions: 

E jerber@nscr.nl
www.nscr.nl

Thank you for your attention
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